Honored Guest Presenters
Ms. Satkirin Kaur Khalsa is a minister of Sikh Dharma as well as a Kirtan Chant artist with 13 CD's of her music. She is also the DPI representative for Healthy Happy Holy Foundation, a Yoga technology lifestyle alternatives NGO. www.satkirin.com  
Mr. Nigel Savage founded Hazon, now the largest environmental organization in the American Jewish community, in 2000.  Hazon is dedicated to creating a healthier and more sustainable Jewish community, and a healthier and more sustainable world for all.

Priestess Beatriz Schulthess  (Indigenous, COSTA RICA) is the President of the Indigenous Peoples Ancestral Spiritual Council and Co-President of Religions for Peace. She is a part of the Kolla Nation, an indigenous group that struggles to maintain their centuries old environmentally-sustaining way of life in Northern Argentina against developers, mining corporations, and agri-business.

V. Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky (Orthodox, UNITED STATES) is the Director of External Affairs of the Orthodox Church in America and Moderator of Religions for Peace. He served as President of the National Council of Churches of Christ and is currently a trustee for the Appeal of Conscience Foundation and a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

His Holiness Tep Vong (Buddhist, CAMBODIA) is the first person in over a century to hold the title of The Great Supreme Patriarch of the Kingdom of Cambodia. He is Co-President of Religions for Peace and was recognized by the Inter-Religious and International Federation for World Peace as an “Ambassador of Peace.”  

Rev. Kathleen Stone is the Chaplain of the Church center for the United Nations.   She is appointed by the Methodist Church to be the Chaplain of the Church Center, a building owned by the United Methodist Women.

Ms. Constance Okollet, UGANDA. Constance is a community activist and chairperson of the Osukura United Women network which includes 40 regional groups in Uganda’s Osukura Subcounty. Besides her leadership role in confronting the adverse events of climate change, Constance is also a community volunteer, helping with health care and HIV/AIDs drug distribution.

Ms. Mehrézia Labidi-Maiza (Muslim, FRANCE) is the Secretary of the Association for Women Progress and Co-President of Religions for Peace. She has published several books on inter-faith dialogue and religious education in a multicultural society.

Ms. Ulamila Kurai Wragg is a veteran journalist who has worked for the past 20 years in Fiji and the Cook Islands, witnessing first-hand the diverse impacts of climate change in both island countries.  She is the interim coordinator for the not-for-profit Pacific WAVE (Women Advancing a Vision of Empowerment), a network of Pacific women media practitioners.

His Grace John O. Onaiyekan (Roman Catholic, NIGERIA) is the Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Abuja, and Co-President of Religions for Peace. He is the currently President of the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), and in that capacity Co-Chair of the Nigerian Inter-religious Council, (NIREC).

Swami Agnivesh (Hindu, INDIA) is the President of the World Council of Arya Samaj, a Hindu movement stressing the unifying message of peace found in different religions. He is chairperson of the Bonded Labor Liberation Front, former chairperson of the UN Trust Fund on Contemporary forms of Slavery, and a member of the International Peace Council.

Mr. Roberto Mucaro Borrero serves as President and Chairman of the United Confederation of Taino People. He has performed at the UN, nationally and internationally at numerous cultural festivals.

Mr. Olav Kjørven of Norway is Assistant Secretary-General and a Director of the UN Development Programme. He heads UNDP’s Bureau for Development Policy, whose responsibilities include preparing the annual Human Development Report.

Rev. Christopher Ferguson of Canada is the UN Representative for the World Council of Churches. He currently serves as President of the Committee of Religious NGOs at the United Nations.
CIDSE-Caritas – 

Bishop Theotonius Gomes, Bangladesh
Mr. Sarabjeet Singh Gobindpuri, USA
Ms. Nafisa D'Souza, India
Ms. Elyzabeth Peredo, Bolivia 
Ms. Janet Mangera, Kenya
Sister Delci Maria Franzen, Brazil 

Dr. William Vendley has served as Secretary General of Religions for Peace since 1994.  He is a member of its World Council and the organization’s chief executive officer, overseeing the international secretariat headquartered at the UN Plaza in NY.   

"Wonder of the Wild" video is provided courtesy of Earth Ministry (www.earthministry.org).

Global Interfaith Gathering 
and Call to Action 

To the UN Summit on Climate Change

Pre-Service Music: Ms. Satkirin Kaur Khalsa, Sikh, 3HO Organization 
Blowing of the Shofar: Mr. Nigel Savage, Hazon
Opening Invocation: Priestess Beatriz Schulthess, Indigenous, COSTA RICA

Welcome Statement: V. Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, Orthodox, UNITED STATES

Reading: His Holiness Tep Vong, Buddhist, CAMBODIA
Introduction to Climate Witnesses and Religious Responses: Rev. Kathleen Stone

Climate Witness 1: Ms. Constance Okollet, UGANDA

Silence

Religious Response: Ms. Mehrézia Labidi-Maiza, Muslim, FRANCE

Climate Witness 2: Ms. Ulamila Kurai Wragg, COOK ISLANDS 

Silence

Religious Response: Archbishop John Onaiyekan, Roman Catholic, NIGERIA

Climate Witness 3: Wonder of the Wild (video)

Silence

Religious Response: Swami Agnivesh, Hindu, INDIA

Musical Interlude: Mr. Roberto Mucaro Borrero, Indigenous, PUERTO RICO
U.N. Response to Climate Witnesses: Mr. Olav Kjørven, UN Assistant Secretary General

Jain Shanti Mantra: Members of the International Mahavira Jain Mission

Introduction of Call to Action: Rev. Christopher Ferguson, CANADA, Committee of Religious NGOs at the United Nations
Reading of CALL TO ACTION: Members of CIDSE-Caritas

Bishop Theotonius Gomes, Bangladesh

Mr. Sarabjeet Singh Gobindpuri, USA
Ms. Nafisa D'Souza, India
Ms. Elyzabeth Peredo, Bolivia 
Ms. Janet Mangera, Kenya
Sister Delci Maria Franzen, Brazil

Conclusion: Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary-General, Religions for Peace
Refreshments to follow on the Second Floor         

Global Interfaith Gathering 
and Call to Action 

To the UN Summit on Climate Change

“We, leaders and representatives of various religious traditions from around the world gathered on the International Day of Peace, reflect in story, song and prayer about humanity’s collective responsibility in the climate crisis. [...] We call upon our leaders, those of our faiths, and all people of Earth to accept the reality of the common danger we face, the imperative and responsibility for immediate and decisive action, and the opportunity to change. There’s more than an agreement at stake.” 









                 ––  Interfaith Call To Action
Global Interfaith Gathering Co-Sponsors
Baptist World Alliance 
Committee of Religious NGOs at the United Nations*

B'nai B'rith International*
Baha'is of the U.S.*
Caritas Internationalis*

Center of Concern
Franciscans International*

Church World Service

Congregation of the Mission

Ecumenical Working Group

Franciscans International*
Global Family for Love and Peace

General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church - Women's Division*
Hazon*
Interfaith Center of New York
International Council for Caring Communities
International Shinto Foundation

Hazon*
International Mahavira Jain Mission
Religions for Peace*
Office of the Chaplaincy of the Church Center for the United Nations*

Loretto Community
Lutheran Office for World Community

Mayors for Peace
National Council of Churches
New York Interfaith Power and Light*
World Religions
Passionists International
 Religious Action Center
 UNEP
United Religions Initiative
Universal Peace Federation*

Passionists International

Pathways to Peace

Presbyterian United Nations Office

Salvation Army International

Temple of Understanding *
Union for Reform Judaism* 
World Peace Prayer Society*

Uniting Church Women

World Council of Churches*

World Federation of Methodist


* Member of the Organizing Committee
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The UN International Day of Peace


9:00 a.m.


The Tillman Chapel


Church Center for The United Nations


777 UN Plaza (44th Street & 1st Ave)


New York, New York 





Hosted By


Committee of Religious NGOs at the United Nations


The Office of the Chaplaincy


Religions for Peace


New York Interfaith Power & Light


in cooperation with


Global Campaign for Climate Action (GCCA)











May Peace Prevail on Earth








