QUOTES OFFERED BY RELIGIOUS NGOS

Compiled for World Interfaith Harmony Week 2011

INTERFAITH HARMONY IN DIFFERENT TRADITIONS

From the Hebrew Scriptures

"How good it is when brothers and sisters dwell together in harmony."  

– Psalm 133:1

“The stranger that stays with you shall be to you as the homeborn among you and you shall love him as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.” 

– Leviticus 19:33-34

Jewish Wisdom

 
“If I am not for myself, who will be?
But, if I am only for myself, who am I?
If not now, when?”

– Rabbi Hillel, 1st century C.E.

“Never instead of...always in addition to"

– Motto of the New Seminary by Rabbi Joseph H. Gelberman 

“Who is wise? He who learns from every person.”

– Ethics of the Fathers, Pirkei Avot

From the Holy Qur’an

“Every community faces a direction of its own, of which God is the focal point. Join, therefore, with one another towards all that is good. Wherever you may be, God will bring you together for God has power over all things.” 











– Qur’an 2:148



“O mankind, surely We have created you from a male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes so that you may know each other.” 





– Qur’an 49:13
“Help one another with righteousness and piety. Do not help one another in sin and transgression”             

– Qur’an 5:2

Various Wisdom Traditions
“The place where people meet to seek the highest is holy ground.” 

– Religious Humanism

 “O Thou kind Lord! Unite all. Let the religions agree and make the nations one, so that they may see each other as one family and the whole earth as one home. May they all live together in perfect harmony.”

–  Bahá’í Writings

“Divinity is an underground river that no one can stop and no one can dam up."  (Meister Eckhart) "There is one underground river – but there are many wells into that river: an African well, a Taoist well, a Buddhist well, a Jewish well, a Muslim well, a goddess well, a Christian well, and aboriginal wells. Many wells, but one river.” 

– One River, Many Wells: Wisdom Springing from Global Faiths, by Matthew Fox

From the Hindu Scriptures

“ekam sad viprā bahudhā vadanty” 
“Truth is one, the wise call it in many different ways.”

— Rig Veda 1.164.46 

“Howsoever men try to worship Me, so do I welcome them. By whatever Path they travel, it leads to me at last.” 

– Bhagavad Gita, Chapter IV, Dnyana-Yoga – The Path Of Wisdom

Hindu Wisdom

“Ask not what is your right, but what is your duty.”

– Summary of Bhagavad Gita (Hindu), Swami Parameshananda

“The worship of the different religions,

  which are like so many streams,

  move together to meet God, 

  who is like the ocean.”  

– Rajjab, a Hindu mystic

“As different streams having different sources all mingle their waters in the sea, so different tendencies, various though they appear, crooked or straight, all lead to God.”

– Swami Vivekananda 

“Create harmony in human relations by changing our attitudes and outlook. When we change, the world changes.”

– Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University

From the New Testament (Christian)

 

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” 

– Colossians 3:12-14

“Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.” 

– Romans 12: 16

From Orthodox Christianity

“All human beings regardless of religion, race, national origin, color, creed, or gender – are living icons of God, innately worthy of such respect and dignity.” 

– Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
“Quo Vadis?” (Where are you going?) 

– Acts of Peter (Vercelli Acts XXXV)

Fr. George McBride, Syrian Orthodox Church

Quotes from "The Attitude of the Church towards the Followers of Other Religions" (1984), a document published by the Secretariat for Non-Christians (later called the Pontifical Institute for Interreligious Dialogue)
“At a deeper level, persons rooted in their own religious traditions can share their experiences of prayer, contemplation, faith, and duty, as well as their expressions and ways of searching for the Absolute. This type of dialogue can be a mutual enrichment and fruitful cooperation for promoting and preserving the highest values and spiritual ideals. It leads naturally to each partner communicating to the other the reasons for his own faith. The sometimes profound differences between the faiths do not prevent this dialogue. Those differences, rather, must be referred back in humility and confidence to God who "is greater than our heart" (1 Jn 3:20).”

 “We want open dialogue to compel us all to receive the inspirations of the Spirit faithfully and to measure up to them energetically. The desire for such dialogue, conducted with appropriate discretion and leading to truth by way of love alone, excludes nobody. We include in this those who respect high-minded human values without recognizing who the author of those values is, as well as those who oppose the Church and persecute it in various ways. Since God the Father is the origin and purpose of all mankind, we are all called to be brothers and sisters. Therefore, if we have been summoned to the same destiny, which is both human and divine, we can and should work together without violence and deceit in order to build genuine peace in the world.”

From Around the World

 “I do not wish my house to be walled on all sides and my windows stuffed. I want the cultures of all lands to be blown about my house as freely as possible.” 

– Mahatma Gandhi

“Understand the differences, act on the commonalities.”

 – Andrew Masondo, African National Congress (ANC)

“May Peace Prevail Among Religions.

 May Peace Prevail on Earth.”

– The World Peace Prayer Society, founded by Masahisa Goi, Japanese philosopher

“Treat all men alike. Give them all the same law. Give them all an even chance to live and grow. All men were made by the same Great Spirit Chief. They are all brothers.”  

– Chief Joseph, Nez Perce (Native American)

Questions for Reflection

“What are the hopes and also the challenges of the path to interfaith harmony?”

“How does your tradition call you to bring about peace, solidarity and mutual understanding?”

“What do we want to see as an opening to shift towards empowering people to embrace World Interfaith Harmony Week?” 

