“Multi-Religious Humanitarian Advocacy Forum”
Draft Terms of Reference (July 2010)
On the request of Religions for Peace Faith-Based Organization Forum in Toronto in October 2009, Religions for Peace invited representatives of some faith-based organizations of different faiths for a two day consultation in April 2010.  

The role of religion is frequently debated at the United Nations, and a number of religious organizations are accredited to the United Nations and therefore given access to its deliberations and respective member state missions.  

Some global network organizations have presence in New York and are deeply involved in advocacy efforts on behalf of concerns raised by their member organizations and their constituencies. They represent vast number of religious organizations and communities around the world with impressive humanitarian and other service delivery efforts.  Their voices should be – and are – heard in the UN context.  Other religious traditions have skillful presence at the UN. While their constituency base may be narrower, their delivery mechanisms many times are quite efficient and effective.  

Finally, there are many major religious communities or faith-based organizations that do not have any representation at the UN and lack the tools to be effective advocacy agents at the United Nations Headquarters on humanitarian concerns that impact their member communities and those communities they serve.

Nor are there established mechanisms for multi-religious advocacy.  Therefore, The consultation explored the feasibility of establishing a “multi-religious forum for humanitarian advocacy” at the UN in New York that can bring the voices of religious communities together for effective advocacy   The participants agreed to constitute an initial Steering Committee for the “Multi-Religious Humanitarian Advocacy Forum”  to undertake:
International multi-religious advocacy at the UN in New York to prevent and respond to humanitarian crises and situations of human suffering affecting vulnerable populations and addressing root causes, defending and promoting International Humanitarian Principles and bringing significant added value by mobilizing our constituencies in fulfillment of our core missions, multiplying impact through the combined efforts of our constituencies and speaking with a common voice.  We recognize we cannot accomplish our mandates on our own; we emphasize the Divine call to the unity of humanity, acting together with timeliness, empathy and accountability.

The Forum will add value in following ways:

· Our constituencies will give strength by numbers, through genuine and original voices and possibilities for greater exposures to different and imperative “facts on the ground” as compared to information channeled through official systems

· Combined actions by our constituencies add strength by real outcome and by symbolism

· Common voice will give strength and prevent a “divide and rule” response from i.a. governments, politicians, media and religious leaders

· If done together, religious leaders will enhance their possibility of being included in important processes through having  greater access to top level representatives of UN and governments

It is a necessity/Imperative:

· The Forum, representing religious communities cannot do what it aims to do unless changes are taking place at the UN… and strong advocacy is needed

· Individual actions will not be sufficient to achieve what needs to be done. The Forum will offer the platform for common action.

· A record of mutual accountability, empathy and deliberate investments in operational partnerships 

“Multi-Religious Humanitarian Advocacy Forum”
Who can be members of the Forum?

· Faith Based Organizations representing faith communities in engaging in humanitarian concerns, assistance and advocacy 

· Faith Based Organizations that respect and adhere to internationally accepted humanitarian principles

The following are proposed as guiding principles of the Forum:

· The Forum is a functional mechanism and not a new institution

· It is and should operate truly multi-religious, with diverse participation and with mutual respect for the respective religious traditions and their values.  Inclusion of women and youth of faith in its advocacy actions will be encouraged.

· The Forum shall support advocacy efforts already initiated by one or more of members of the Forum.  The Forum shall support and strengthen these efforts.

· The Forum shall serve those faith-based organizations that do not have a presence in New York in an appropriate and flexible way

· The Forum may initiate new advocacy efforts, especially where the “religious” voice could be urgent 

Purpose:

The focus of the Forum’s work will be on advocacy at the UN in New York in direct relation to needs identified by communities on the ground.

Operational  principles:

· The Forum will convene itself periodically and as urgent needs dictate

· The Forum shall be coordinated and facilitated in flexible ways that will respect and as far as possible accommodate diverse needs and expectations by Forum members.  Consensus is a desired model of operation, while specific actions in certain cases may be taken that may not be possible for all Forum members.  In such cases care will be made that processes and procedures will protect those who have to abstain from participation (e.g. through specific sign-on procedures without committing in the name of the Forum).

· The Forum will be hosted by Religions for Peace, who will serve as its secretariat

· A Steering Committee will serve and convene the Forum, suggesting policy and working style

· The Steering Committee will be appointed by the Forum members

· The Forum will have rotating moderator
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